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CHAPTER 25
RABIES MANAGEMENT REGULATIONS
Section 1. Authority.
(@ Pursuant to authority vested in the anima damage management board (ADMB) by virtue of
W.S. 11-6-304, the ADMB &fter consultation with the livestock board and the department of hedlth,
shdl promulgate rules pertaining to rabies prevention in wildlife including survelllance, public educetion,
vaccination protocol, post-exposure procedures and quarantines. The ADMB may enter into the

agreements with law enforcing agencies to carry out the quarantine provisons.

(b) Nothing inthisartice shdl preempt the Wyoming game and fish commisson authority to
manage wildlife or determine damage pursuant to any provison in title 23.

Section 2. Definitions.

(@ Thefollowing definitions apply to these rules.
(i) “Board or ADMB” shdl mean the Wyoming Anima Damage Management Board.
(ii) “Depatment” shdl mean the Wyoming Department of Hedlth.

(ii1) “Domedticated wild anima” meansawild or hybrid animd that is confined or
controlled by a human and for which the Rabies incubation and vira shed time are unknown.

(iv) “Livestock Board” shdl mean the Wyoming Livestock Board.

(V) “Owne” shdl mean legd owner of anima(s), or the owner’s agent, or the person
in possession of or caring for such anima(s).

(vi) “Person” shdl mean an individud, firm, or corporation.

(vii) “Pet” means an animd for which thereis alicensed Rabies vaccine and which is
ordinarily maintained in the home of the owner.

(viii) “Podgtive Rabies casg’” means an animd diagnosed as postive for Rabies by the
Wyoming State V eterinary Laboratory.

(iX) “Rabies gpecimen means’ that part of an anima or an entire animal submitted for
Rabies examination.
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(X) “Rabies Sugpect” means an animd showing Sgns suggestive of Rabies.

(xi) “Under the supervison of aveterinarian” meansthat a veterinarian is on the
premises and is responsible for the Rabies vaccination.

(xii) “Vaccinated” means an anima immunized for Rabies.

(xiii) “Veterinarian” means a graduate of a veterinary college, who is accredited by the
United States Department of Agriculture and licensed to practice veterinary medicine in Wyoming.

(ix) “Wild animd” means a nonhumean terrestrid mammal or a bat that iswild by
nature.

Section 3. Wyoming Rabies Management Plan.

(@ Inorder to meet theintent of the established statutes and regulations, the ADMB shall
develop and implement a Wyoming Rabies Management Plan.

Section 4. Creation of rabiesdistricts.
(@ Pursuant to authority vested to the County Commissioners by virtue of W.S. 11-31-212.

(b) The board of county commissioners of any county may establish arabies control digtrict by
resolution when in the judgment of the board of county commissioners and the county health officer a
digtrict is necessary. The resolution shall designate the boundaries of the didtrict, which may include any
incorporated city or town, and shdl identify the digtrict by name.

(c) The resolution creeting the rabies control district shall be published at least once aweek for
two (2) successive weeks in anewspaper of generd circulation in the county wherein the district is
located.

0] The resolution creeting rabies digtricts may address the following:
Didtrict boundaries

Duration of time for which the didtrict will exist
Protocols for domestic animal/pet vaccination requirements
Law enforcement respongbilities

Enforcement and penaties

District cooperators and lead contact

oS gbkwpnE

(d) The ADMB shdl recognize the creation of arabies didtrict as the defining factor in initiating
arabies management program as outlined in the Wyoming Rabies Management Plan. The ADMB may
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enter into a cooperative agreement with the rabies digtrict and structure locally supervised management
strategies based upon available and cooperative resources.

Section 5. Public education and prevention.

(& The ADMB shdl within dlocated resources, conduct a public education and prevention
program.

Section 6. Relationship with the Livestock Board, Department of Health, and
State Veterinary Laboratory.

(@& The ADMB shdl consult with the Wyoming Livestock Board, the Wyoming Department of
Hedth and the Wyoming State Veterinary Laboratory in its deliberations regarding the implementation
of the Wyoming Rabies Management Plan.

(b) Wyoming Livestock Board. The Wyoming Livestock Board is responsible for the
management of rabies within the domedtic livestock/anima indusdiries. Nothing in this article shall
preempt the Wyoming Livestock Board authority to manage domestic livestock or animals pursuant to
any provisonintitle 11.

(¢) Wyoming Department of Health. The Wyoming Department of Hedlth is responsible for
the management of human hedlth issues and diseases. Nothing in this article shal preempt the Wyoming
Department of Health authority to manage human hedlth issues and diseases pursuant to any provison
intitle 35.

(d) Wyoming State Veterinary Laboratory. The Wyoming State Veterinary Laboratory is
responsible for the testing and verification of rabies within an animd population. The ADMB may dect
to use the services of the Wyoming State V eterinary Laboratory upon the execution of memorandums
of understanding. Payments for services rendered shal be negotiated and agreed upon between

parties.
Section 7. Submission of animalsfor testing.

(& The Wyoming State Veterinary Laboratory establishes the guidelines and protocols for
submission of animals for testing. These guidelines and protocols are available from the |aboratory.

Section 8. Vaccination protocols.
(&) Domestic Animas. All cat and dog owners are encouraged to have their pets kept current

on their rabies vaccinaions. Municipdities or county governments may require vaccinations. Upon
establishment of arabies digtrict, dl cat and dog owners are required to have their pets vaccinated.
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Section 9. Post-exposur e procedur es and quar antines.
(@ All human exposures must be reported to the department of hedth.
(b) All domestic animal exposures must be reported to the livestock board.

(0) Wild Animds. Wild animds, domesticated wild animds, or hybrids for which thereisno
licensed rabies vaccine, must be euthanized if exposed to arabid animal.

Section 10.  Animal Importation.

(& No unregulated animal species or anima species defined as predators under W.S. 11-6-
302 (ix) shal be imported into the state. Animalsimported under permit as sanctioned by the Wyoming
Anima Damage Management Board for research or sudy are exempt from this provision.

Section11.  Agreementsgenerally.

(& The ADMB may enter into agreements with any person or government agency to carry out
the provisons of this article or the Wyoming Rabies Management Plan.

Section 12. Enfor cement.

(@ Locd anima control, health and law enforcement agencies will enforce the provisons
edtablished in this article and the applicable requirements set forth by the rabies didrict.
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